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Dear RCSD Community Member, 
 
Communication in the time of COVID-19 can be a real challenge, be it at work or at home. All 
those casual conversations in the hallway, chats by the coffee machine, even the brief asides on 
the playground at pick-up and drop-off, have gone away for the time being. Getting and giving 
information has to change. Here at the RCSD, we’ve made quite a few changes to help parents, 
faculty, and staff stay connected. 
 
Beginning with the start of the school year, I’ve been sending a weekly “Community Update” 
letter every Friday to all parents, faculty, and staff to keep everyone informed of what’s going on 
in the schools. I hope you find them helpful; I plan to continue to send them as long as there’s 
a need. I would encourage those of you who want more in-depth information about the 
schools to watch the Board of Education meetings. This week, for example, we had a terrific 
panel discussion about the pros and cons of hybrid learning with teachers, students, and  
administrators weighing in on the ups and downs of our current educational reality. To watch 
the discussion, click here and begin watching at 6:00. 
 
We’re continuing to send daily emails with health form reminders with links. We’ve heard from 
many parents and faculty that these are helpful in remembering to fill out the forms in the 
mornings, so we’ll keep sending those out. 
 
We’ve created a COVID Communications page on the website with links to all the  
communications sent out relating to COVID, including closures due to positive cases. Those of 
you who like to stay abreast of the news might want to bookmark the page. 
 
Parent-teacher conferences are an important means of communication, now more than ever. 
Due to COVID-19, they will look a little different this year. Elementary parent-teacher  
conferences will be held virtually; parents will sign up using the PTC Wizard scheduling  
software.  At the Middle School, we’ve changed things up a bit. In the past, teachers would 
reach out to parents to request a conference if they felt they were needed. This year, parents 
can request a conference on the designated conference dates.  
 
Teachers at all levels are making good use of their Google pages to post information for  
students and parents to check assignments, due dates, and to link to materials. As always, if you 
have a concern, question, or comment about your student’s progress, the first point of contact is 
always your student’s teacher.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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RHS National Honor Society Inducts 156 New Members  
 
The Rye High School chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) welcomed 156 
new members at a virtual ceremony on October 28. The RHS National Honor  
Society requires students have a cumulative average of 90 and perform a mini-
mum of 75 volunteer hours to be eligible for membership. The Rye High School 
faculty nominated students who they believe embody the NHS ideals to light the 
candles: Clara Kruijtzer for scholarship, Wyatt Allen for leadership, Hannah Lloyd  
for service, and Alberto Laveron Blanco for character. Those four students in turn 
chose classmates they believe represent the same qualities: Dylan Rodilosso for 
scholarship, Devon Ott for leadership, Marion Burbank for service, and Laya  
Gollamudi for character. All joined in repeating the pledge of induction. The  
complete list of inductees is on the homepage of the District website.  
Congratulations to the newest members of the RHS chapter of the NHS! n 

The Mello  
Scholarship Award 
 
Each year, before the Rye-Harrison 
Game, two seniors from Rye High 
School and Harrison High School 
receive the Christopher Mello 
Award. The memorial scholarship 
award was established by the  
family of Chris Mello, the Rye High 
School class of 1994 football  
captain who died on 9/11. Since 
2002, the Foundation has given 
out more than $60,000 in  
scholarships to Rye and Harrison 
football players. 
 
This year, COVID-19 caused the 
Rye-Harrison game to be delayed, 
which made it all the more special 
when the two recipients of the 
Christopher Mello Scholarship were 
able to meet on the 50th yard line 
of the Nugent Stadium field to  
receive their awards from Doug 
Mello, Chris’s father. This year’s 
winners were Rye High School  
quarterback Jack Griffiths and Harrison High School lineman T.J. Ciafone, both of whom were  
chosen for best embodying the spirit and character that Mello exuded in life. 

RHS senior Jack Griffiths with his parents, Aaron and Jennifer 

https://www.ryeschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=2890&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=7380&PageID=1


LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
 
Tuesday, November 3 
Superintendent’s  
Conference Day 
All schools closed  
for students 
 
Tuesday, November 10  
Board of Education Meeting 
Open Topics Forum -  
Participants will be able  
to submit questions in  
advance of the meeting 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, November 11 
Veterans’ Day 
All schools and  
offices closed  
 
Wednesday, November 25-
Friday, November 27 
Thanksgiving Recess 
All schools and  
offices closed 
 
Tuesday, November 24 
Board of Education Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 
 

Commendations 
 
RHS’s 14 National Merit Scholarship Program Commended Students and  
National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholar 
 
Fourteen Rye High School seniors were named 2021 National Merit Scholarship Program 
Commended Students in late September. The students earned the recognition by scoring well 
on the PSAT/NMSQT test taken in their junior year. Of the over 1.5 million juniors in about 
21,000 high schools nationwide who took the test, approximately 34,000 were named  
commended students, meaning that these students placed among the top five percent of all 
the students who took the exam. Rye High School’s 14 Commended Students are:  
 
Naved Azim Nicolas Eckstein Laya Gollamudi 
Eason Kamander Clara Kruijtzer Hannah Lloyd 
MaryKate McDermott Ezekiel Meulbroek Owen Nguyen 
Zachary Rentala Dylan Rodilosso Charles Schulz 
Niklas Sheth Benjamin Schwartz 
 
Nicolas Eckstein was invited to the National Hispanic Recognition Program. The NHRP is a 
program of the College Board that identifies academically talented Hispanic high school  
students. Every year nearly 250,000 Hispanic/Latino students take the PSAT/NMSQT; 7,000 
students are recognized and eligible to apply for the program. This recognition is given  
based on a student’s scores on the PSAT/NMSQT in combination with their high school GPA.  
The students will be recognized at the November 24 Board of Education meeting.  
Congratulations to the students, their families and teachers! 
 
Leaders in the Limelight 
Rye High School students Eunsoo Chang, Fiona Degnan, Noelle Gori, Kajol Khatri, and 
Alex Yeh were recognized at the Leaders in the Limelight event on October 27. The event  
celebrated 76 Westchester High School students who were trained over the summer to  
produce messages for multiple platforms that promote substance use prevention, emotional 
well-being, and healthy lifestyles. The work of these students will be part of a yearlong  
prevention messaging campaign led by the students.  

  
The Leaders in the Limelight event is a project of the Westchester 
Coalition for Drug and Alcohol Free Youth and Student Assistance 
Services Corporation. The Coalition is made up of substance abuse 
prevention coalitions from approximately 25 Westchester and  
Putnam communities and receives funding from the federal  
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's 
(SAMHSA) Center for Substance Abuse Prevention.  

The Garnets field hockey team practicing on the new turf field at Nugent Stadium 




